











designation RU-217, among other things, the display
can be dimmed or even switched off completely.
Now, lets look at the back of the device.

The CEC TL 5 has three connection possibilities for
the digital output signal. Firstly, there is the Toslink
light guide, whose use, in my experience, is only
advantageous under very special conditions — for
example, when it is needed to prevent ground loops.
Secondly, the common 75 Ohm Coax-connection
above the cinch/RCA connector and finally, the
symmetrical 110 Ohm XLR connection for the
data transmission according to the AES/EBU
standard. I selected the last connection, because
with my own — also belt-driven — CEC TL 5100
CD player, I had the best auditory experience.
Unfortunately, the TL 5 — like the CEC belt
drives TL 0 3.0, TL 1 N and TL 3 N — does not
have CEC Superlink interconnect system, as is the
case with DA converter DA 3 N, but this, however

this can be blamed on the cost-effective price of the
device. For the TL 5, the aforementioned DA 3 N
(price: 3,998 €) as currently the only DA converter
by CEC is naturally the first address. At least until,
until the Japanese manufacturer — as already an-
nounced — brings a DA converter as a game partner
equal in terms of prices for the TL 5 on the market.
I will refrain from going into more detail about the
DA 3 N as I already appreciated its qualities in edi-
tion 17 of HIFI STARS.

The listening test begins after

the playing phase

The listening test begins after several hours of the
playing phase. With CD equipment, I usually start
with a piano recording and in this case, one that
was played by an exceptional pianist, Vladimir
Horowitz, shortly before his death in November
1989. 1t is piano playback in particular that pre-
sents the CD drive with a considerable challenge.
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How the CEC TL 5 performs in doing so?
Outstanding, because this technically excellent re-
cording is played back very spatially, I can even
understand the dimensions of the large Steinway
grand piano without difficulties. This is a very
good start!

My CD collection has a new recording by the
Croat Joscho Stephan with his Formation Acou-
stic Rhythm. (Joscho Stephan’s Acoustic Rhythm,
MGL/inakustik CD 029130) Joscho Stephan (acou-
stic guitar) and his partners Sebastian Gahler (e-
piano), Nico Brandenburg (bass) and Thomas Ku-
kulies (drums and percussion) deliver a wonderful
mixture of melody, thythm and virtuosity on this
silver disc. This includes pop-classic by George
Benson (,,Weekend in L.A*) or Santana (,,I love you
much too much®), but even catchy tunes such as
,»What a Wonderful World* and several personal pi-
eces by Joscho Stephan, which are dedicated to the
Latin idiom. The CD is already on the TL 5 turn-
table, the stabiliser is quickly started and the tray
is closed — now it can start. The recording captu-
red very directly and without bigger reverberations
shifts the musicians and their instruments into my
imaginary stage in my control room.

I had already played this CD right before on my
own, already-mentioned CEC CD player TL 5100.
Using the same DA converter and the symmetrical
AES/EBU connection, it is perfect! The result then
clearly does speak in favour of the combination
with the TL 5. It is a drive, which paints with a fi-
ner brush and places the instruments in the room in
an even more realistic manner. My belt-driven, alt-
hough quite old CD player from the same company
does not even come close to it. This clearly shows
the technical progress of the once again optimised
belt-drive of the TL 5.

Appealing contrast of voices in a duet
The ,Antonio Brasileiro* CD, according my know-
ledge, is the last recording of the great Brazilian
composer and interpreter Antonio Carlos Jobim
who died in December 1994. He recorded the CD
in the first half of 1994 and it was released just
after his death. On it, Jobim is accompanied by his
then seven year old daughter Maria Luiza Jobim,
who is from his second marriage to photographer
Anna Beatrix Lontra-Jobim. During the playback,
it sometimes sounds as though the duet of both
voices are not kept apart enough and melt into
one. When played on the TL 5, this is not the case.
In my records I have noted that the contrast of the
voices of father and daughter in the ,,Forever Green*
song are particularly appealing. High resolution is
also demanded in,,Blue Train“ when the composer
accompanies the choir in the background with his
quiet humming. Another detail that was of course
uncovered by the TL 5. If the CEC drive is integ-
rated in the reproducing chain, there is another de-
tail that I very much like. The lower pitches in the
recordings are reproduced extremely accurately.
I found a good example on a silver disc of the au-
diophile label ,,Reference Recordings®. (;, Reference
Jazz, Etc.” - RR-S2CD) Mike Garson (piano), Bil-
ly Mintz (drums) and Stanley Clarke (bass) are the
composers of ,,Autumn Leaves®“. A plucked bass
on a CD has never sounded this spectacular before.
The TL 5 also makes a good impression when it
has to do with deep dimension picture of larger
sound bodies. I listened to the Parisian Orchestre
de I'Opéra Bastille under Myong-Whun-Chung,
which played Rimsky-Korsakovs ,,Scheherazade*
for the Deutsche Grammophon Gesellschaft.

My notes on that: ,,Exemplary is the fine, soft dra-
wing of the solo violin in the second movement. On
the other hand, the brute force of the orchestral tutti
is felt all across the body.
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CEC's new standard of the highly recommended CD Belt Drive System enables user replacement of Belt.

The TL 5 is the most cost-efficient CD drive by
the renowned Japanese manufacturer — neverthel-
ess, it is more than an entry-level model. Since in
the world of large CD drives a few manufacturers
dedicated themselves to belt-drive - not without
good reason. With the belt-driven CEC TL 5 in the
system, one can benefit from the advantages of this
type of drive - the newest CD drive by CEC helps
improve the tonal progression.

Specifications CEC TL 5

Drive System  Belt Drive // Spindle

AC 100-240V / 50-60Hz

Brass (@70mm, weight: 330g)
AES/EBU(Balanced XLR) x1: 2.5Vp-p/110Q
TOS x1: -21 ~ -156dBm EIAJ
COAXIAL(SPDIF) x1: 0.5Vp-p/75Q

435(W) x 335(D) x 109(H) mm

Unit 9 kg

Silver or Black

Power Supply
CD Stabilizer
Digital Output

Dimensions
Weight

Color

In a nutshell
Among the four CD drives by the Japanese
manufacturer CEC, the TL 5 is at the lower
end of the price range. In view of the very
high playback quality, this solid device of-
fers an outstanding price/performance ratio.
Combined with an appropriate DA converter,
a digital pre-amplifier and power amplifier,
this opens up a highly interesting as well as
recommendable entry opportunity in the up-
per quality regions of CD playback. An ad-
dition plus of TL 5, is the belt-drive principle
that is used. My opinion:
As a buyer, you cannot do anything wrong!
Harald Obst | HIFI STARS | 2015

more Information:
web: cec-international.com
mail: info@cec-international.com
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